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without the finite, which even the most positive of
positivists has to recognise, viz. the evidence of our
senses.

We have now to enter upon a new path; we have
to show how men in different parts of the world
worked their way in different directions, step by step,
from the simplest perceptions of the world around
them, to the highest concepts of religion and philo-
sophy ; how, in fact, the consciousness of the infinite,
which lay hidden in every fold of man's earliest im-
pressions, was unfolded in a thousand different ways,
till it became freer and freer of its coarser ingredients,
reaching at last that point of purity which we imagine
is the highest that can be reached by human thought.
The history of that development is neither more nor
less than the history of religion, closely connected,
as that history always has been and must be, with
the history of philosophy. To that history we now
turn, as containing the only trustworthy illustration
of the evolution of the idea of the infinite from the
lowest beginnings to a height which few can reach,
but to which we may all look up from the nether
part of the mount.

Petishism, tlie original form of all religion.

If you consulted any of the books that have been
written during the last hundred years on the history
of religion, you would find in most of them a striking
agreement on at least one point, viz. that the lowest
form of what can be called religion is fetishism, that
it is impossible to imagine anything lower that would
still deserve that name, and that therefore fetishism